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Abstract

The Gaza Strip faces significant environmental challenges due to the complex interplay of
political, economic, social, and geographical factors. This study focuses on the problem of
environmental degradation in the Gaza Strip, emphasizing its root causes and impacts. The
primary issue studied is identifying the main factors affecting the ecosystem in Gaza and how
these intertwined factors exacerbate pollution, resource scarcity, and public health risks from
2007 to 2024.

The study relies on a comprehensive review and analysis of the issue, using local and
international sources and field observations to identify various factors and conditions
Impacting the environment in Gaza. It includes analyzing the effects of political factors,
economic issues, social factors, and geographical constraints on the environment in Gaza.

The research concluded that there are direct impacts (mostly negative) on the environment in
the Gaza Strip, leading to significant and accelerated ecosystem degradation. This has forced
residents into unsustainable environmental practices. The high population density exerts direct
pressure on limited natural resources, while the coastal location of the Strip results in
groundwater pollution by seawater and untreated sewage. Additionally, the threat of
unexploded ordnance and war remnants poses an additional threat to the environment and a
direct danger to residents, negatively affecting the region's sustainable development.

To mitigate these environmental challenges, the study recommends a comprehensive and
effective approach. Raising environmental awareness and providing economic support to
residents are essential steps toward sustainable development in the region. To achieve this, the
study suggests intensifying international and local cooperation efforts to enhance security and
stability in Gaza, increasing developmental programs, implementing effective programs to
address the issue of unexploded ordnance and war remnants, improving water and waste
management systems, and increasing green spaces in the region to achieve sustainable
development.

Keywords: Gaza Strip, environmental degradation, Israeli wars, pollution, sustainable
development, unexploded ordnance, war remnants, waste management, environmental
awareness.
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